CHAPTER XIII BREEDING AND LAMBING TIME
THIS chapter is devoted exclusively to a discussion of the problems that often confront the farmer during the breeding and lambing seasons. Since the breeding season precedes lambing by about five months, a short account of the proper management of the ram and ewes at that time may be of value.
THE BAM
The ram or rams heading the flock should be pure-bred, active, and from one to three years of age. A well-grown and vigorous ram lamb should not be held responsible to more than ten or fifteen ewes, because more than this number may injure him for future usefulness. A strong yearling ram will often serve from fifteen to thirty ewes while the older rams will handle from forty to sixty ewes. The number of ewes assigned to each ram will depend on his physical condition and ruggedness.
When the breeding season is at hand, the ram should be in excellent condition. To secure this necessary vigor he should be fed carefully for about a month before he is used for service. If the summer -pasture has been good, he may be given about a pound of oats daily in addition to the regular legume roughage. If he is thin and run-down, a more generous and tasty mixture may be given. Such a mixture may be composed of five parts corn, ten parts oats, three parts bran and two parts linseed-meal by weight. A pound or two of this fed daily together with all the alfalfa or sweet clover he will clean up should make the animal fit.
The exact date for placing the ram with the breeding ewes
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